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· The Common Core State Standards are clear benchmarks for what students should learn in each grade from pre-kindergarten through 12th grade in English language arts and mathematics.  

· Governors and state education chiefs from more than 40 states came together for the first time ever to develop learning standards for English and math at each grade level, address shortfalls in the education system and ultimately better prepare students for postsecondary education and careers in the 21st century global economy.
· Students need to meet higher standards earlier in their education so they’re better prepared to succeed in high school and beyond. Three-quarters of Illinois high school graduates are unprepared for college and the work force, and fewer than 40 percent of students earn a degree from a two-or four-year institution of higher education.  

· Because the Common Core emphasizes critical thinking, mastery of key topics, the application of skills towards solving real-life challenges, and aligns with learning standards in other successful countries, it pushes students to learn and achieve more.
· State adoption of the Common Core standards is purely voluntary. This is not a federal mandate.

· States have always set their own learning standards while schools have determined curricula or the actual lesson plans to meet the standards.  

· Illinois is also in the process of updating its science standards for students in kindergarten through the 12th grade. It was one of 26 lead states that collaborated on the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). The final draft of NGSS was released in April 2013, and the State Board will review the standards later this year for potential adoption. Like the Common Core, NGSS is rigorous, internationally benchmarked and intended to better prepare students for college and career.    

· Illinois adopted the Common Core standards in 2010 and full implementation of curricula to meet standards is expected by the 2013-2014 school year.  

# # #

_1038040064.bin

